[Alternating chemotherapy and radiotherapy in the induction treatment of small cell bronchial carcinoma (forms limited to the thorax)].
Sixty three patients with limited small cell lung carcinoma were entered into a pilot study alternating monthly cycles of combination chemotherapy (doxorubicin, VP16213, cyclophosphamide and methotrexate (group A) or cis platinum (group B) with 3 courses of mediastinal radiotherapy. The total mediastinal dose was 45 Gy for the first 28 patients (group A) and 55 Gy for the remaining 35 (group B). The complete response rate was 86% in group A (median survival 14 months) and 91% in group B (median survival 20 months). Local control at two years was 61% in group A and 82% in group B, while relapse-free 2 year survival rates were 32% and 37% respectively. The acceptable toxicity and high response rate of this combined modality therapy lead us to further research in maintenance therapy.